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PLATTE RIVER COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AND PROPOSED PROGRAM: EFFORTS 
TO PROTECT, RESTORE, AND MANAGE HABITAT FOR WHOOPING CRANES, LEAST 
TERNS, AND PIPING PLOVERS 
CLAYTON DERBY, Platte River Endangered Species Partnership, 2003 Central Ave., Cheyenne, WY 82001, USA 
DALE STRICKLAND, Platte River Endangered Species Partnership, 2003 Central Ave., Cheyenne, WY 82001, USA 
Abstract: On 1 July 1997 the states of Nebraska, Wyoming, and Colorado and the U.S. Department of the Interior signed the 
"Cooperative Agreement for Platte River Research and Other Efforts Relating to Endangered Species Habitats Along the Central 
Platte River, Nebraska" (Cooperative Agreement). In the Cooperative Agreement, the four parties set forth a "Proposed Platte 
River Recovery Implementation Program" (Program). The proposed incremental Program uses adaptive management to provide 
benefits to whooping cranes (Grus americana), least terns (Sterna albifrons), and piping plovers (Charadrius melodus). The 
proposed Program will also test the assumption that it is possible to improve pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus alb us) habitat in 
the lower Platte River by managing flows in the central Platte River. The Program includes certain land and water activities 
to be conducted during the first 13-year increment. One of the objectives of the proposed Program is to benefit the species by 
reducing shortages to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service target flows by an average of 130,000-150,000 acre-feet of water annually 
as measured at Grand Island, Nebraska. The other objective of the proposed Program is to protect and restore 10,000 acres of 
habitat in the first increment and ultimately 29,000 acres of habitat from willing sellers/lessors in central Nebraska as least tern, 
piping plover, and whooping crane habitat. The proposed Program envisions protecting the habitat in complexes that ideally 
provide roosting, loafing, and foraging habitat for migrating whooping cranes as well as reproductive habitat for least terns and 
piping plovers. Since signing of the Cooperative Agreement, delegates from the three states, federal government, water users, 
environmentalists, and other interested parties have been working to develop the means by which the water and land will be 
provided, protected, and managed. MOnitoring and research will be used to evaluate management activities of the Program and 
to determine the Program's benefits to the species. 
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